
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




VOL. IX.— No. 4. 



NEW YORK, JANUARY, 1887. 



Per Annum, Four Dollars. 
Single Copies, 35 Cents. 



Copyright, 1886, by The Decorator and Furnisher Company. 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 



Entered at New York Post Office as Second Class Mail Matter. 



T^HE £)eCORATOR AND pURNISHER. 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY 

THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER CO: 



JAMES A. ROBINSON, President and Treasurer. 
A. CURTIS BOND .... Editor. 
GEORGE R. HALM - - - Art Director. 



Address all communications to 

The Decorator and Furnisher Co., 

30 & 32 East Fourteenth £t, New York City. 

Subscription, $4 per year, in advance. 

(Patent Binder, 50 cents Extra). 
Single Copies - 35 Cents. 



Tuk improvement in existing forms of stoves has been of 
considerable interest to the manufacturers during the past few 
years, Until a comparatively recent date an artistic quality 
-was not supposed to be possible in the make up of a warming 
apparatus of any sort and the usual shape was retained unques- 
tioned and unaltered to the pecuniary satisfaction of the dealer 
and the negative satisfaction of the public, . for the public's 
esthetic taste had not then developed to that point of criticism 
where it could realize there was no absolute necessity for a stove 
tor be hot and homely at the same time. So soon as the public 
appreciated an existant possibility of drawing the line at plain, 
unattractive iron and still without dispensing with a proper de- 
gree of heat, there was a natural demand for a change and the 
change was gradually accorded. 

When stove makers appreciated the pleasing prospect of a 
larger profit by appealing to the budding art tendency of the 
people and offering them tiles instead of sheet iron, that was the 
moment when symmetry displaced clumsiness and there appeared 
a fairly good chance of classing the stove with the handsome 
pieces of furniture that are in the room. To-day the artistic 
stove is as familiar as it formerly was rare, the names of a score 
of stove concerns that are noticeable for their work will occur 
to the reader, and if the art or judgment of some of them is 
slightly off color, the difference in taste must be considered and 
the excuse made that they- have tried to do something worth 
doing. 

« We have made an effort to aid in this reformation by giving 
a page of designs in this number for various parts of a stove ; 
tops, two of them bearing glass or nickel balls sustained by 
flames and mermaids ; legs or stands, some arcaded, others as 
claws, griffins, acorns ; doors made up of flames and salamanders. 
There are borders and panels that are unique and useful, novel 
ideas that are practical as well. 

We shall continue to give designs that will be valuable to 
this particular line of trade. 



The petty swindles occuring designedly in the business of 
prominent firms are rather more mortifying than reprehensible, 
perhaps, but whatever they may be, morally or legally right or 
wrong or permissable by all the rules of business, some of them 
have a strong taint of the unjustifiable and are unworthy of the 
respectable attribute and bearing carried by most of our large 



houses. The holiday season is prolific of opportunities for this 
sort of thing, though that spasmodic defection is made excusable 
by the rush, it is the result of a self evident chance to make 
money rapidly and the excitement of the time justifies it. It is 
the permanent peculation that is open to criticism. For example, 
a firm importing popular goods and located not far uptown in 
New York, brought over some showy curtains which they sold 
at twenty- five dollars per pair, later reduced them to eighteen 
dollars owing to competition and later still to four dollars and a 
half, due to further competition. Yet, as the firm contentedly 
explains, there's profit enough even at this figure. Consider the 
deluded public that got in early on the first price. 



-We want to remind our readers again of the great value 
attached to periodicals by all intelligent people. There is no 
present that will give the continued satisfaction that will come 
from a subscription to a good selection of the popular maga- 
zines ; it is a complimentary recognition of the intellectual 
capacity of the friend, and it is a monthly reminder to him of 
at least one mind that was thoughtful and congenial. The mere 
fact that the holidays are things of the past and the conven- 
tional season for presents is over with, need not be any reason 
why a subscription to The Decorator and Furnisher and 
to some of the other excellent monthlies, should be overlooked 
as an addenda to what has been already given. 



A design for side of hall, stair and landing which has been 
sent us by an architect in Cardiff, Wales, cannot fail to be found 
exceedingly desirable as a study for those who are considering 
the erection of a new home, or for an architect who wishes to 
introduce a pleasing scheme of construction in whatever work he 
may have in hand. The long landing is a most delightful feature, 
forming also an alcove beneath where the mantel and fire place 
are built. Seats in this alcove upon either side the fire opening, 
make it an easy resting place, the introduction of stained glass 
windows above these seats serves to set off the wall and brighten 
the hall throughout. 



Professor Ernest F. Fknollosa and Mr. Okakura, Com- 
missioners of Fine Arts from Education Department of the 
Japanese Government, Tokio, arrived in this city last month. 
The purpose of their visit is to see our Art Museums and 
Institutions of a like character, and the principal manufactories 
of art objects. Their stay in this city must of necessity be brief 
as they are en route for Europe to join Mr. A. Hamao, who is 
the chief Commissioner. 



Professor Russell Sturgess kindly gave the members 
and students of the Art Students' League an interesting talk on 
bronzes on Saturday evening, December 4th. The period covered 
being from the early Greek discoveries down to the later 
Renaissance, the lecture being illustrated by steroptican views 
and the Professor's complete collection of photographs. 



Those of our subscribers who in renewing desire to take any 
of the other magazines, may enjoy the advantages of the 
club rates by including the other publications in their order to 
us. We will be glad to enter up their subscription to any papers 
or periodicals they may select. In such combinations or clubs 
there is considerable pecuniary saving to the subscriber. 
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